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A story of Searching for life

  Recently I went to a sister’s wedding. Since we went to Qinghai in the past, I also met a lot of familiar faces. I haven’t seen some for a short time, and some for a long time, but their faces are still warm and sincere. Because of Qinghai, we had people and things that we care about, that is why we meet together periodically. Apart from serving our targets, we care, get to know, and encouraged each others. 

  However, the best of friends must part. Many of my Qinghai camp-mates went on their own journey, some achieved their dreams, and all of their journeys are amazing. One of them is doing archeological work, one is serving church and married and had a son. Another one is married and now serving in remote area.  I am fortunate to care and remember them in the process. I cheer and give thanks for them. As time passes by and our lives are busy, some of us did not contact each other. However I do appreciate that some of us continue to join the camp, and they are joined by some newcomers. I believe that the seed of love will spread across the field, and there will be more stories of life
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  In the past, some students of which we visited now work in charity, or built a family. After going to Qinghai for dozen of years, a student became a doctor, another one emailed me saying that he just graduated with his Master degree and found a job. The most amazing thing is that I see the lives of students and their families have changed. It is very difficult to forget that some orphans and their families experience great changes of their lives. They had sad and hopeless faces, but now I can see that they are happier and more confident. Although what we did is very little, I treasure our time when meeting our students. I am very happy that I can do something for the children. For example, coworkers of Shining Light and I made some greeting cards, take the donated presents and mailed them. There is not much to talk to them, but I enjoyed the process. It is rare that the teachers co-operated and allocated the presents to the students. I hope that these encouragements would help them to grow in life.
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  We are just passing by in the lives of Qinghai students and their families. Some of us spent more time, some of us spent less time, but what matters is that we sincerely contributed and we send our best wishes to them with love. I am thankful to have company to go to such a far place-Qinghai. We all have such sweet and precious memories. Although each of us has a different life, we learn to tolerate and learn from each other since we have different opinions. We search for stories of life together. If you wish to go to Qinghai, join the service camps. You will experience the power of love even the road is long and rough.

A wonderful trip to the Northwest                                     
By Billy
  In March 2014, 4 program participants and I went to a village and a city in Northwestern China to visit some friends. One of the participants has a China driving license, so he drove us to the visits. The journey was comfortable, and I listened to some meaning pop music. The scenery outside is beautiful. The trip was combining business with pleasure; but also a meaningful one.
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  We sponsored a secondary school student in a Hui people family, his grandfather has rheumatoid arthritis. Not only does this illness cause troubles in his daily movement, his toes and fingers were bended because of the illness, and it was very painful for him. One of the participants, sister D, who happened to be a nurse, applied some Chinese medicinal oil for the elderly, and gave him a massage for half an hour. The grandfather felt very comfortable, he opened up and chatted with us, the atmosphere was very good. 
  During the visit to a city, we went to see Xiao Hua; our Hong Kong participants (at that time we belonged to a service camp of another fund) sponsored her since grade 2 in primary school. From 1998 to 2009, we visited and held service camps in the village she lived in every year. We were with her while she was growing up. After graduating high school, she went to university and studied nursing; she is now a nurse in a children hospital. She was born again while she was in university. The Lord’s love encouraged her to serve sick children with love. Xiao Hua also cared for her family, and often returned to her village to visit her family. When we met her and finished our conversation in a café, she voluntarily went to dinner with us, even wanted to pay the bill. She was very thankful towards us, and our hearts feel the warmth. Isn’t this kind of emotional appreciation from heart what we look for in our sponsor and visit?
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  We experienced God’s grace during the whole journey. One of the participants, sister K, was extremely afraid of the dirtiness of rural villages in mainland China. She only went to mainland China for once in her life. However, God motivated her to join this trip. Sister K is a single mother; she was worried about her 7 years old son, and wondered if her son could live without his mother for 7 days while grandma looked after him. What amazed us was that not only his son was being obedient, so sister K needed not to worry, but he also prayed for his mother! After this trip, sister K overcame her fear for mainland China, and wished to bring her son along with her in the next trip to visit children in mainland! How amazing!
Our activities
Shining Light cooperated with an organization and held a Story Weaver instructor training class. The response is good and a lot of people joined the training class, including many volunteers from Shining Light. The preparation meeting was smoothly held on 8th May. Some of the students were quite nervous when they knew that there would be exams and practical training. However it is believed that if everyone was going to try hard, they would get a graduation certificate. The most important thing is that everyone can use their skills in real life.
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Co-workers’ day camp
Encouraged by the financial and human resources management committee, we started holding a day camp every year since two years ago. This year we went to Sai Kung Outdoor Recreation Centre. We shared our interests and improved understanding among ourselves. We tried to draw our dreams. Some of our co-workers and volunteer drew an eagle without communicating with each other. We watched the eagle’s story, and had some aspirations. We prayed for each other. It was very rare that we could do something that we had never done before together. Some of us learnt to do art and craft, some of us went indoor rock climbing. Even a simple table football was very enjoyable. One winner treated us with afternoon tea, and the other winner bought us ice-cream. We were very thankful.
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Our news
1. One of our directors, Miss Tsoi chi-ming resigned on 1st May 2014. Miss Tsoi participated our work enthusiastically during the last three years. She cared about our co-workers and provided many valuable opinions. We would like to thank Miss Tsoi.
2. Shining Light co-operated with an organization to hold a Story Weaver class in May. The response was great.
3. The Yunnan trip was smoothly completed in April.
