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Give thanks for Shining Light musical concert                         Violet
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The musical concert jointly hosted by Shining Light and Cantate Singers was held on 16 Nov 2013. More than 300 people attended. Our coworkers introduced Qinghai and Yunnan work. We received a donation total of HKD $28,790. The sum has been transferred to the China Education Fund.  This was the first promotion event for our vision, so we were rather stressed. However, thanks to the Lord, our prayer was heard. The participants gave us appreciation and encouragement. Cantate Singers sang many beautiful hymns and songs, including one in Tibetan. It reflected the beauty and goodness of the music. The participants also sang 2 songs with us. The first one was full of rhythm and the second one had a good melody. The audience enjoyed it.
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Shining Light coworkers introduced Qinghai and Yunnan works. It helped our participants to learn more about our education work over there, and know how to care about ethnic minorities in China. Our coworkers and volunteers worked with each other, serving in different posts, including serving, praying and more. 
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We believed that the Lord had accepted the hard work by our coworkers and volunteers, alongside with Cantate Singers and Sincere Strings Ensembles. We did not try to stand out from each other, but cooperated nicely. Glory to God!
We would like to thank the conductor of [image: image3.jpg]il



Cantate Singers, Mr. Kwok Tsz-Fai and the members of Cantate Singers, for their extensive effort of preparation. We also appreciate the work of Miss Fan Hoi-Wan, the pianist, Sincere Strings Ensembles and their leader- Mr. Lam Chun-Fung. Praise the Lord for giving us China Congregational Church as the venue.
Thank you, everyone who involved in the work of this concert, including poster & pamphlet design, hosting and assistance.
Thanks for joining the event. May God bless you. And please continue to support us to serve ethnic minorities in remote areas of China.
Sharing our Northwest Study Trip                            Billy
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Three friends and I went to Xining, Qinghai to get to know about Tibetan and Hui people in January 2014. We visited Kumbum Monastery, which is the largest Tibetan Buddhist monastery in Qinghai Province. We visited the nearby Hui communities and Tibetan villages, as well as the Dongguan Mosque. The purpose of this visit was to let our friends to learn more about the lives, religion and culture of both ethnic groups, so that we can serve them .
There were several impressive things. The first one was the improvement of traffic. In the past, it took 3 and a half hours to get to that specific county from Xining. It only took us one and a half hour at the journey because a new tunnel had been built throughout the mountains. It is more convenient now to visit students and their parents.
The second one was the long-lastingness of friendship. It was back in 2009 when the last service program was held. 5 years have passed(though there were 2-3 short visits in between), and local people could still recognize me! I called a local teacher and asked if we could visit him. He immediately prepared watermelon and chestnuts for us, and told us to stay in his house on upcoming trips, saving the guesthouses fee. I had done educational sponsorship programs for a few years, and the friendship lasted so long. I hope to go there and visit them later.
The third one was knowing that there are still many students and parents in need of our help. Although the living standard in the past decade has raised, there are many poor students and families needing our concern. For example, Xiao Chang, a Hui student. His father died because of cancer when he was 3 years old. When he was 6, his mother married another guy. The new husband was a poor peasant, and did not like the new wife to bring her child to live with them. Xiao Chang lived in grandparents house instead. However, grandparents are getting old, and his uncle has 2 young songs to raise, so it is quite difficult for them to support Xiao Chang’s education. Therefore Shining Light subsidized Xiao Chang since 2010, and he is now sitting for his National Higher Education Entrance Examination.
When we visited Xiao Chang’s home during this visit, his grandparents welcomed us. They bought apples and Northwestern bread, and several dishes. Grandpa thanked us with tears, and we felt his gratitude. We had sincere talk with them, and hoped that they could enjoy eternal life.
The trip was over. I hope that our friends will have a caring heart for our Northwest fellows, continue to attend our monthly prayer, and join the Shining Light trips.
We will have 2 trips in Qinghai this year. And we invite readers to join this trip. Let us join hands and care for the students in the Northwest.
Cheer for children in Qinghai
Violet
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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On late December 2013 to January 2014, 2 co-workers of Shining Light went to Qinghai to discuss with school principals some business related to service camp held in this summer. They also went to visit some students receiving subsidy with other volunteers. It was very cold, only -10-20 degree Celsius. However everyone was prepared and they concentrated on the trip. They forgot the cold weather and were joyful during the visit. Some moments are very memorable.
There were a lot of children in the village, they use a snowy slope as a ice-skating field. They were very happy but we worried about their safety. It seemed that no adults were supervising them. 
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One orphan was heading to other county to attend high school. She was bullied, her money and clothes were stolen. She could only wear her grandma's coat which was still wet. We bought a coat for her after knowing her situation. Her grandparents were worried. We could only wish them well.
We also met 2 families. There was a relative who died in one of the families. One girl wanted to quit school, everyone encouraged her to carry on. The other family has a grandpa who stayed in the hospital, we comforted them. The other student and his brother were supported by their uncle. The grandma of the student said that her son needed to take care 3 of his own children on top of these two extra ones and the grandparents. His burden was heavy. The whole family cried. We were deeply touched by this.
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Due to language barrier, we got to know each other by eating, singing songs with actions, or some body language. One of us played magic. We giggled and clapped our hands. We also treasured our time. We would follow them up and show our care to these children. 
My deepest impression was a girl and her mother. The girl’s father died last summer. They were devastated. We could only show our care and comfort and encourage them. This time when we saw her, she was joyful and happy. Her daughter spoke up a little bit too. I am very thankful.
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Shining Light subsidize students who are mostly orphans or single-parented, they need us. By donating to Shining Light China Education Fund, joining our camps, praying for them are the ways to care for them. Please support children in Qinghai!
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