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Giving Dreams to Children
Violet
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Since ancient time, the wishes of average Chinese people are simple: Peace, no natural and man-made disasters, good weather for farming and a harmonious family. We witnessed the soar of China’s economy. Living standards have improved. Unfortunately some children in backward areas are still struggling. Some parents do not consider sending their kids to school at all. Instead children are sent to temples to become lamas, or help with farming at home. As society changes and certain government policies help reducing the cost of education, some parents or grandparents realize the importance of education. However some may still be unable to afford education for their children.

For that reason, Shining Light’s co-workers reach out to these poor single parent children or orphans. We want to show them mercy. As a result, we expanded our student sponsorship programs covered by the China Education Fund. Thank for your trust and support so that we are able to cope with the cost. Shining Light insists on wholelistic care of a child. The amount might be small, but volunteers and colleagues show love and care with them. We became their spiritual support by praying for them. From the children’s letters, we knew that they can only go to school because of the subsidy. And we know they will experience love and have dreams as long as someone cares for them in a spiritual way.

Tibetan student: Jigme

I am one of the students that you subsidize. I am an orphan. I lost my father since [image: image2.jpg]


the age of 6. Then my mother left us and married someone else. I and my brother grew up in such an environment. Since we were young we were short of mother and father’s love, care, warmness. …When I needed help from outside, when I was thinking how to reduce my 2nd Uncle’s burden, when I need encouragement the most… Everything, my worries, my stress, my 2nd Uncle’s burden have been saved by you. I thank you very much for the subsidy you gave me as well as others. Thank you for lending a helping hand. You gave us motivations and are our role models. And you gave us care and love in our lives, you filled the world with love and hope. …I will show my gratitude to you with my effort and results.
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Tibetan student: Namtso

I am a 3rd year student in junior high school, 17 years old. My family is poor. You helped me since 1st year of junior high. Now I graduated junior high. …This year, I passed the exam and went to senior high. Senior high school fee is expensive, I could only pay the school after you gave me 1000 Yuan. …I will not waste your money, I will study hard at school, and I will not disappoint you. Thank you for helping us, students of poor families.

  Miao student: Zhong-Ming

  I have a dream. It is changing the face of our backward people. I want to lead my family and my people to meet the modern world, and to do that I need to study hard. This dream is not to be completed by one man, but thousands of capable, civilized, educated people. But now my family’s situation is not very good. When I experienced the most helpless moment, when I needed it the most, sometimes even my parents could not help me. In these helpless times, what I needed was help from kind-hearted people like you. Although sometimes I feel down and helpless, since your appearance, a burden was relieved. Now I am more motivated to learn. I believe, as long as you are there, my dream will come true. 

Sharing of Yunnan experience trip             Coco
Praise the Lord! He let me join the Yunnan experience tour. I experienced God’s grace in these 8 days. Prior to the pre-departure meeting, I was worried about the fact that all other participants have a significant age distance from me. But during these 8 days, we got along well with each other. We had different gifts and we helped each others. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” We were responsible for different parts of the trip activities, ‘Praise-dance’, bible-teaching, English teaching and games. I will share my experience in three aspects. 
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God is in power.

God’s grace is sufficient. Yunnan suffered from drought in the last three years. For a long period of time it has no rain. We arrived in a Miao village, three hours drive from Kunming city centre. It was surrounded by mountains. The villagers are smart. They built terrace farm tosupport themselves. The road to the mountain is rough, and it is full or mud. It was dangerous whether we were going up or down. But God stopped the rain every time we went out to visit, and resumed the rain when we were asleep. His grace was falling upon us!
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2. His Loyal people

  This Miao village pants for God’s word. There is frequent blackout in the village. They worship as usual, and we had our first blackout worship. They love God very much, and others can feel it. I was wondering if there is a blackout in Hong Kong’s churches, will we continue the service? They have an innocent heart, and really do place God on their 1st place. They love others as much as they do love themselves. They shared different kinds of food in churches; they cooked for us, and spent 2-3 hours in preparation. They gave without asking for favours in return. 

3. The praying people

  During this camp I was impressed by the villagers’ innocent and simple heart. They took great care of us. They cooked for us, boiled water for us, and prepared a lot of things for us. They were always smiling. They did not have a lot of stuff, but they gave what us what they had. I often thought how we could help them. However they gave us more than we could repay. I used to think I had enough prayer : attending church prayer meeting every week and praying personally every day. I was reminded after this camp, that I need to pray for everything, big or small. I need to put more effort in praying.
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  I truly thank the Lord for leading and taking care of us during this trip. He made us safe. Actually, I wanted to share a lot more. But sometimes I just cannot use words to describe my feelings, you have to experience it. I wish you all could go out (join the trips), your life will be changed. Do not fear. God will guide our steps!

  As a song put it : 

“ You are leading my step. Every step is full of Your blessings.
I need to follow every of Your step while walking on the blessed road. “

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFL1yKHRdG
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Announcements
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1. Shining Light held its AGM on 8th Sept 2013. The Association’s financial budget and works were reported on the conference, and the audit report was approved.

2. Our director, Miss Emma Ho Hoi-Man will resign from 1st Oct 2013, after her 6 years service. We appreciate her contribution. We welcome Mr. Donald Lau Chun Hung and Mr. Hui Hon Hung to become our directors from 1st Oct 2013.
3. Our partnership with Brother Poon will end on 1st Oct due to change of his work location. We cooperated well with Poon, and we wish him the best.

4. We will hold a musical concert jointly with Cantate Singers to promote our vision on 16th Nov 2013. Churches are welcomed to ask for tickets. The concert is free and we welcome donations.

5. Our partner Mary is holding pre-school classes in Yunnan to serve ethnic minorities. Teachers wanted, please contact us if you’re interested.

2014 China Programs Invitation

We would like to serve ethnic minorities in West China through camps. We welcome churches and organizations to join us. We can co-host camps with your church, encouraging fellow believers to care about the needs of ethnic minorities.
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